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COUNTY LYCEUMS* 



At a meeting of* the " Teachers' Society op the 
I!Itate of Georgia," recei;itly held in Savannah, the 
subject of County Lyceums was discussed, at considera- 
ble length, and a committee appointed to report on th^ 
Expediency of introducing them through the State. The 
committee reported as follows. 

" Your committee, believing the organization of Coun- 
ty Lyceums the first and most efficient measure to secure 
the objects of this Society, and to advance the cause of 
education through the State, propose the following reso- 
lutions: 

** Resolvedy 1st. That a committee be appointed to 
prepare a circular, giving a brief exposition of the plan 
and advantages of such institutions, with the form of a 
Constitution annexed ; and that the editors in this State 
be requested to publish the same. 

** 2d. That all the teachers, and other members of 
this society, be requested to use t^eir influence to accom- 
plish this objjf ct, in their respective counties ; and to in- 
duce their friends to make similar exertions in other 
counties. 

" 3d. That cabinets of Natural History are impor- 
tant objects of County Lyceums, and well calculated to 
promote the general cause of education. It is therefore 
recommended that measures be speedily taken to intro* 
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duee them into lyceums, schools, and other literary insti- 
tutions." 

The above report was unanimously adopted, and the 
undersigned were appointed a committee to carry the 
resolutions into effect. 

In complying with the duties assigned them, the com- 
mittee present the following circular ,^ to which they in- 
vite the attention of the friends of education through the 
State* The objects and plan of a County Lyceum will 
be seen in the annexed form of « Constitution. The^ 
IbllQwing are some of the advantages which have result- 
ed, and are anticipated from the proposed institutions* 

' 1st. Raising the qualificatiom of teachers^ and consc" 
qmnlly Vie character of the schools under their charge.-^ 
Monthly, quarterly, or semi-annual meetings of teachers 
and other friends of education, for the purpose of aiding 
each other in their responsible and dignified profession^ 
is a prominent object, of County Lyceums. At these 
meetings, favourable opportunity is given for teachers to 
become acquainted with each other's modes and improve- 
ments in teaching ; and to learn the progress and im- 
provements of education in other parts of the world. 

With improvements in modes of teaching, a new inte- 
rest is excited, and new efforts are called forth among 
teachers ; and the co-operation of parents for the advance- 
ment of the great cause, in whiph they, no Jes& than . 
teachers, are interested, is secured. In this way. County 
Lyceums, in many parts of our country, have already 
done much to raise the character and eittend the useful- 
ness of school;s ; and to* diffuse useful knomedge among 
ail classes of the community. 

2d. The establishment and patronage of Lyceum Se- 
minaries, or Manual Labor Schools. No subject rela- 
ting to the general, and highest interests of our nation, 
has more completely secured public feelings and public 
confidence, than the principle of self education and self" 
support^ as the foundation of literary institutions. Any 



mn%f Vfhe will examine the subject/ will prdbaUy be' 
satisfied, that there is no mediinn or agency, by which 
manual labor and self-supporting schools can be so suc- 
cessfully established, in all sections, and for all classes 
of our Republic, as by county societies for the general 
advancement of education. The friends of education in 
any one, even the smallest, of the eleven hundred coun- 
ties in our Union, must surely be able to sustain an 
institution, whose fundamental principle is self-support. 
And where can the example be setf with greater propri- 
ety, or with better prospect of success, than in Georgia?' 

3d. ITie introduction of a system of Circuit Teachings 
through the medium of weekly, semi-weekly, or semi- 
monthly schools, to be under the charge of well qualified 
and experimental teachers. While such a system pos- 
sesses great power and many advantages, as applied to 
any portion of our country, in new and thinly settled sec- 
tions it iseminently appropriate, and even indispensable, 
for giving to every child the first rudiments of an educa- 
tion. Besides bringing within the pale of instruction, 
many more children, it will give to all who are instruct- 
ed, the advantages of more highly qualified teachers, 
than can possibly be supported in daily schools. A sys- 
tem of circuit teaching, er of weekly schools, would hold 
a most intimate and interesting connection with the 
Lyceum Seminaries just "mentioned; as they would fur- 
nish teachers, and other facilities for carrying them, on, 
wherever such seminaries are, or may be established. 

4th. Cabinets of Natural History^ and of the Useful 
Arts. Specimens of the works of our Creator, and of 
the productions of art, are a source of such rich and 
high enjoyment, to every rational mind ; and are at- 
tended with so many advantages, of a practical, moral, 
and religious character, as to remove all doubts oif their 
importance in lyceums, schools, and families. And it is 
truly gratifying to observe the rapid, and even unparal- 
kled progress this subject is making, aa a department^ 



^edaeatloH, and in eV6fy section t)f our country. 9y 
the agency of Cbuiity Lyceums, it is believed that this 
work of national fts well as of indtyidual interest, can 
be forwarded with greater rapidity and success, than by 
any other meamire, which is, or can be devised* It 
therefore presents one strong reason for the general and 
imihediatid organisation of such societies throughout our 
country. 

Ml. lUnerdting IMvuries. In Scotland and some other 
parts of Europe, libraries are collected, divided in sepa- 
rate portions, atid distributed into several parishes, or dis« 
tricts, and once in six weeks, or three months, or other ' 
periods, they are again collected, and again distributed, 
so as to give all concerned the advantage of several new 
libraries in the course of a year ; atid that at a very trifling 
expense. What prevents soch a plan being carried into 
effect by the agency of County Lyceums, in all the coun- 
ties of our Union ? 

6th. County Maps. The numerous and important.ad- 
vantages derived from accurate state maps, and in some . 
instances from maps of counties and towns, furnish suf- 
ficient proof that a more complete system and supply of 
these useful and efficieht instruments of knowledge, is a 
measure of great importance in the cause of universal 
education. And it must be evident to every one, that if 
County Lyceums were established throughout this, or 
any pther State, they might furnish such maps of a most 
perfect character, and in full supply. 

The following, with numerous other advantages, which 
have resulted or are anticipated from the operation of 
County Lyceums, lead to a confident belief that the intro- 
duction of them into the eleven hundred counties of the 
United States, is better calculated to extend the blessings 
of education to every child, and every citizen of the A- 
m^rican Republic, than any other measure which 5an be 
proposed. And when this measure is carefully and can- 



Adfy examlnecl, it b belieFed that k will be fosnd totre 
^tireiy feasible ; and in eeonties wbere the poptdation i* 
small and seattered, that something of the bii|d is indiffr 
pensable for giving to every child the lightest oppfHtiimtjp 
for intellectual and nooral ijoaprovement. 

Under these considerations, the committee submit the 
proposed measuf es to the friends of education in thia 
State, with great confidence of their approbation, and, 
with strong hopes that it will secure their effi)rta and 
general cp-operatiop for carrying it into effect* . 
WM. H. WILLIAMS^^ 
T. B. SLADE, > Cammitfet^ 

W. BAIRD» > 

Savannahf Deeemlber 18, 1838. 



CONSTITlTTIOIf. 



Art. 1. This Association shall be called ■ 
County Lyceum. 

Art. 2. The object of this Lyceum shall be the ad- 
vancement of education, through the medium of schools 
and the Lyceum System in this County, and to co-operate 
with similar societies in this and other States throughout 
the Union. 

Art. 3. Any person may be a member of the Lyceum 
by paying two dollars annually. A life membership 
shall be twenty dollars* 



Art* 4. The officers of the Lyceum shall be a Pr6f*^ 
dent, onecNT more Vice Presidei|t8,a Treasurer, Recording 
and Corresponding Secretaries, five Curators, and one or 
more Delegates to attend the meetings of the ^tate Socie* 
ty of Teachers, or of the NfU;ional Lyceum* 

AiiT.5. The Curators shall be the Executive Com- 
mittee and general agents of the Lyceum ; the other of- 
ficers shall perform the duties usually implied in their 
several offices. 

Art. 6. The Lyceum shall hold monthly or quarterly 
Aieetings at such times and places as may be appointed. 
At the one which may be selected as the annual meeting, 
the officers of the Society shall be elected. 

Art. 7. The Lyceum shall take measures to procure 
a Cabinet of Natural History, and an itinerating or 
Circulating Library; employ an agent; patronise circuit 
Teachers, or Lyceum professors, to give Lectures and 
other kinds of instruction ; to aid in collecting cabinets ; 
&nd to co-operate with all Teachers in the County. 

Art. 8. The Lyceum may adopt such regulations and 
by-laws as shall be necessary for the management and use 
of the cabinet, for holding meetings^ or otherwise for their 
interest. 

Art. 9. This constitution may be altered or amended 
by vote of two thirds preseat at any regular meeting. 
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